TESTS   OF   ACHIEVEMENT               239

generally to behave in an altogether unaccountable manner
within the limits imposed by the similar rights of neigh-
bours. And the rights of society ... to require it to
qualify itself to live in society without wasting other
people's time : that is it must know the rules of the road,
be able to read placards, compose and send letters. . . .
It must know some law, some political economy, agriculture
enough to shut gates of fields, sanitation enough not to
defile its haunts and religion enough to have some idea of
why it is allowed its rights and why it must respect the
rights of others.

Tests of Educated People1

Educated people must satisfy the following conditions:

(1)  They respect a man's personality and therefore they
are always tolerant, gentle, polite, yielding.   They do not
make a riot about a little hammer or a lost rubber ; living
with others they do not make a favour of it and when
leaving do not say, ' It is impossible to live with you/
They   excuse  noise  and   cold   and   over-roasted   meat
and witticisms and the presence of other people in their
house.

(2)  They are compassionate and not only with beggars
and cats, for they grieve in their soul for what the naked
eye does not see.

(3)  They respect other people's property and therefore
pay their debts.

(4)  They are pure in heart and they fear a lie as they fear
fire.   They do not lie even in trifle. , . .   They do not
show off, they behave in public just as they behave at
home. . . .   Out of respect to other people's ears, they
are often silent.

(5)  They do not belittle themselves to arouse the com-

* From Life and Letters of Anton Tchekof, translated by Kob-
leansky and Tomlinsoa.